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In the passion of the civil rights movement of the1960s, Jonathan Kozol gave up the prospect of an 

academic career, moved from Harvard Square to a poor black Boston neighborhood, and became a fourth 

grade teacher.  Since then, he has devoted his life to advocating for equal educational opportunity. 

Jonathan’s brilliant and inspiring books include Death at an Early Age, Rachel and Her Children, Savage 

Inequalities, Amazing Grace: The Lives of Children, The Conscience of a Nation, and The Shame of the 

Nation. Amazing Grace won the 1996 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award, an honor it shares with the works of 

Langston Hughes and Dr. Martin Luther King. 

His new work, Fire in the Ashes, is a culmination of the stories he has told over a quarter-century about 

the children of the poorest urban neighborhoods in this country and the teachers who fight against the 

odds to defend the dignity of children who are largely written off by society. 

Jonathan has also worked to persuade the U.S. Congress to free our schools and children from the 

punitive and failed federal testing law No Child Left Behind. 

For more information and to order your tickets, please go to http://www.fairtest.org. 

If you cannot attend, please make a donation in Jonathan’s order – use the red Donate button. 

Honorary Chairs: Nancy Carlsson-Paige, Professor, Lesley University; Tom Gosnell, President, AFT-MA; John Jackson, President, 
Schott Foundation; Richard Stutman, President, Boston Teachers Union 

Hosts: Vicki Abeles, Race to Nowhere; Fred Bay, President, The Bay and Paul Foundations; Linda Darling-Hammond, Charles E. 
Ducommun Professor of Education, Stanford University; Ruth Kaplan, Member, Massachusetts Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education; John Maher; Jose Masso, host/producer of ¡Con Salsa!/WBUR 90.9FM; Jean McGuire, Executive Director, 
METCO; Linda Nathan, Executive Director, Center for Arts in Education at Boston Arts Academy; Steve Nelson, Head of School, 
Calhoun School; Carl Sciortino, Representative, Massachusetts Legislature 

http://www.fairtest.org/

